GRAND JUNCTION, COLORADO

TREE CANOPY ASSESSMENT

o — — TOTAL STUDY AREA
o 44,369 ACRES

TREE CANOPY

2019: 4.650 ACRES (11%)
2011: 3,085 ACRES (7%)
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The urban forest in Grand Junction is a valuable asset providing residents and PLANTABLE SPACE
visitors with many ecological, environmental, and communal benefits. This 17,301 ACRES (40%)

assessment analyzed urban tree canopy (UTC), possible planting area (PPA), and
areas unsuitable for planting and how they are distributed throughout the City's urban development boundary,

city limits, watersheds, city council districts, ZIP codes, land use, census block groups, and census blocks. The results
provideinsightintocanopychange from 2011 and will allow the City to revise and develop existing and new strategies
to protect and expand tree canopy. In 2019, Grand Junction had 11% urban tree canopy cover and 40% possible
planting area within the urban development boundary. The maps and data provided in TreePlotter CANOPY™ help
toconcentrate effortsinareaswhere needsare greatest, tree planting spaceisavailable, and benefitscan be realized.
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Assessment conducted by PlanlT Geo, LLC | www.planitgeocom | Assessment funded by and prepared for the City of Grand Junction, Colorado (2021).



In 2019, tree canopy constituted 11% of Grand Junction’s land cover; non-canopy

vegetation was 40%; soil/dry vegetation was 19%; impervious was 29% and water was 2%. Tree canopy data were analyzed for
several geographies to determine the distribution of existing and potential urban tree canopy throughout the City. Single Family
Detached residential areas had the highest canopy coverage at 19%. In total, Residential areas contained the most canopy with
2,880 acres or 62% of all canopy in the City. Residential areas also contained the greatest potential for canopy expansion with
over 6,500 acres or 38% of the City's total plantable space. Of all tree canopy in the urban development boundary, 49% was found
within city limits. Within the urban development boundary, there was an increase in canopy of 4% from 2011 to 2019. All city council
districts had between 7 and 10% UTC with District E at 10% and District D at 7%. All districts increased canopy cover by 2-3%.
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*Possible Planting Areas (PPA) were defined as vegetated areas without tree

CITY O
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to slope, views, soils, or other limitations. Field surveys to identify suitable (C OLORADO
planting areas are advised. mapping a greener future
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