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The urban forest in Grand Junction is a valuable asset providing residents and 
visitors with many ecological, environmental, and communal benefits. This 
assessment analyzed urban tree canopy (UTC), possible planting area (PPA), and 
areas unsuitable for planting and how they are distributed throughout the City’s urban development boundary, 
city limits, watersheds, city council districts, ZIP codes, land use, census block groups, and census blocks. The results 
provide insight into canopy change from 2011 and will allow the City to revise and develop existing and new strategies 
to protect and expand tree canopy. In 2019, Grand Junction had 11% urban tree canopy cover and 40% possible 
planting area within the urban development boundary. The maps and data provided in TreePlotter CANOPY™ help 
to concentrate efforts in areas where needs are greatest, tree planting space is available, and benefits can be realized.
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UTC POTENTIAL

EXISTING UTC BY LAND USE

Land Use
Urban Tree Canopy

Acres % Dist. Change 
%

Agricultural 441 5% 9% 1%

Airport/Industrial 54 1% 1% 1%

Commercial 59 4% 1% 2%

Manufactured Homes 65 18% 1% 4%

Multi-Family 47 14% 1% 4%

Office 85 7% 2% 3%

Open Space 496 18% 10% 7%

Parks 135 8% 3% 3%

Right-of-Way 544 9% 12% 3%

Schools 24 5% 1% 1%

Single-Family Attached 68 16% 1% 8%

Single-Family Detached 2,699 19% 57% 6%

Utilities 11 2% 0% 1%

Totals 4,728 11% 100% 34%

Stormwater Runoff Reduction: 
34 Million Gallons Reduced
$395K in Savings

Air Quality Improvement: 
171 Tons of Pollution Removed 
$743K in Savings

Carbon Sequestration: 
3,927 Tons Sequestered
166K Tons Stored
$29 Million in Savings

$30 Million in 
Annual Savings 
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*Possible Planting Areas (PPA) were def ined as vegetated areas without tree 
canopy. These areas may not be suitable for planting to increase canopy due 
to slope, views, soils, or other limitations. Field surveys to identify suitable 
planting areas are advised. 

In 2019, tree canopy constituted 11% of Grand Junction’s land cover; non-canopy 
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vegetation was 40%; soil/dry vegetation was 19%; impervious was 29% and water was 2%. Tree canopy data were analyzed for 
several geographies to determine the distribution of existing and potential urban tree canopy throughout the City. Single Family 
Detached residential areas had the highest canopy coverage at 19%. In total, Residential areas contained the most canopy with 
2,880 acres or 62% of all canopy in the City. Residential areas also contained the greatest potential for canopy expansion with 
over 6,500 acres or 38% of the City’s total plantable space. Of all tree canopy in the urban development boundary, 49% was found 
within city limits. Within the urban development boundary, there was an increase in canopy of 4% from 2011 to 2019. All city council 
districts had between 7 and 10% UTC with District E at 10% and District D at 7%. All districts increased canopy cover by 2-3%.


